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Petal (Petra Albertine Hildegard Maria) Wijnen was born on July 26", 1963 in
Heerlen, The Netherlands. From 1975 until 1981 she attended secondary
school (Atheneum B) at the Albert Schweitzer Scholengemeenschap (ASA) in
Geleen. After graduation, she started the higher laboratory education (HLO) at
the Zuidlimburgse Laboratorium School (ZLS) in Sittard. She specialized in
clinical chemistry and haematology and graduated in 1985. Thereafter, she
started working as a general laboratory technician at the Department of Clinical
Chemistry of the Maastricht University Medical Centre (MUMC). Her
specialisation at that time was protein chemistry and high pressure liquid
chromatography (HPLC). From 2003 she has been working as a research
technician in the field of Molecular Diagnostics (PCR/DNA analyses). In that
capacity, she cooperated in several research projects and assisted several
researchers in completing their thesis. In 2007 she started the work presented
in this thesis, supervised by Prof. dr. M. Drent, Prof. dr. M.P. van Dieijen-
Visser, and Dr. O. Bekers. She is a member of the CYP task force and the ild
care team of the MUMC.
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